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“How tall is the new building gonna be, Dad?” 

“Oh, this is going to be a big one. Fourteen stories with a 
helicopter pad on the roof” oe 

“A helicopter pad! Wow!!” — 

No one noticed Mike’s little sister Kelly feeding her 
breakfast to Barnaby, the family dog, until his big, wet 
nose knocked her plate from the table with a crash! 


“Don’t you blame this on me like everything else.’ 

Mike wanted to run from the room, but he sat and covered 
his ears. He hated it when his parents argued. That’s all 
they seemed to do lately. Finally, Mike’s dad got up from 
the table. 

“T’m leaving for work?’ 
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After lunch, Mike’s teacher passed out the test papers. 
When she handed Mike his test, it had a big red F on it. 
“I’m really surprised at you, Mike. You’re such a good 
student. Is something wrong?” 
Mike couldn’t answer. He felt so alone, not understanding 
his mixed-up feelings about his parent’s arguing and how 
scared it made him. 
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When Mike came home, he couldn’t find anyone. 
“Hey, Mom, Kelly, I’m home!” , 

“Come upstairs, Mike. Kelly’s with me” 

Wondering what was going on, Mike walked upstairs. 


“Sit down, Mike. I have something to tell you and Kelly.” 

Mike saw that his mom had been crying and he started 
feeling scared again. He sat on the bed next to Kelly. 

“Your dad and I have had a talk and...well, we decided 
we can’t be married anymore.’ 
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“Sometimes married couples don’t get along anymore. 
The love goes away. We're getting a divorce, and Dad is 
going to live somewhere else.’ 
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“But I don’t want you to get a divorce. I don’t want Dad 


“Tt can’t be helped. You’re going to have to be the man of 


Mike 
his 
the house now 


to move 


#Monumny. , are you mad at Daddy?” 

“Tn away, May ie ee : | 
se f it’s cause I haven't ‘ee getting good grades, rl | 
study harder. I promise. And rl clean my room without | 
ees and...” — | 
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The next morning Mike wasn’t in his usual hurry to get 

to the breakfast table. When he opened his door he heard 

his mom callapiohua. | | 
“Mike, would you help get Kelly ready for nursery school?” 
“Okay @ 2 
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Mike eee on a Kelly's. S ok opening: it ak ie ean 
muffled sniffles. He found Kelly IeIng ¢ on the floor, crying» 
into Barnaby’s soft coat. 

“What’s wrong, Kelly?” 

“TI miss Daddy. And I wet my bed.’ 

Mike tried to comfort his sister. Then he helped her 
get dressed and brought her downstairs with Barnaby 


galloping behind. 


Everyone ate breakfast in silence and didn’t notice when 
Kelly gave hers to Barnaby. 

“What’s gonna happen, Mom?” 

“For one thing, I’ll have to get a job. It'll mean I'll need 
your help around the house and with Kelly.’ 

“She wet her bed last night.” 

“I didn’t mean to, Mommy.’ 

It had been two years since Kelly had stopped wetting 
her bed so her mom was surprised. 


Mike found it impossible to 
concentrate at school. When 
recess came, he didn’t want to 
play baseball with his friends. 

“C’mon, Mike. You’re the 
best pitcher.’ 

“T don’t feel like playing, 
Kevin.” 

“Youre a real drag, you 
know, Mike? We’re gonna lose 
and it’ll be your fault:’ 

“If you play and lose, 

Kevin, it’ll be your fault:’ 

“Oh, yeah?!” 

Mike’s teacher overheard the 
argument and walked over. 

“What's going on here?” 

“Mike’s gonna make our team 
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“T am not.’ 

“Kevin, stay here and finish 

a B. choosing teams. Mike, we’re going 
CEB se to see the school counselor?’ 
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cos wedibed outside the counselor’s office while the 
selor and his teacher talked. Then Mike's teacher left 


T hear you’ ve Sine istia some problems lately, Mike. 
ur teacher tells me you're an excellent student but you’ve 


“My parents are getting a divorce. It’s all my fault’ 

“Mike, I’m sorry to hear your parents are divorcing, but 
why do you think it’s your fault?”’ 

“T don’t do my homework sometimes, and my room’s a 
mess. I don’t stop Kelly from feeding her breakfast to 
Barnaby. That’s our dog-’ 
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“No. I haven’t told anyone. No one would understand.’ 
| “You're not alone, Mike. Unfortunately a lot of eeidren: S 
E parénta are divorc 
. “Re ally?” 
p= “Yes, and they all have the same mixed- -up edinge 
Ee But you can feel “opin: if you talk to your mom and let 
her ae you.’ 


“Okay, Tl talk to her” @ — 


ee 


ER 


gag rene eanmecae 
mee Tnbebamsenen 


Choose from our other series 


Straight Talk for Kids™ 
¢ Child Abduction 
e Drug & Alcohol Abuse 


Growing Up Smarter® 
e Learning Spelling 

e¢ Learning Addition 

e Learning About Money 

e Learning to Tell Time 

e Learning My ABC’s 

e Learning My 1, 2, 3’s 
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Favorite Stars 

e Punky Brewster™ 

e Fat Albert™ and the Cosby Kids 
e Tinosaurs™ 


Classic Fairy Tales 

e Little Red Riding Hood 
¢ Snow White 

e Cinderella 

e Hansel and Gretel 

¢ Pinocchio 

¢ Sleeping Beauty 


Bible Stories 

e Samson and Delilah 

¢ Moses in Egypt 

e David and Goliath 

e Noah and the Ark 

e Daniel and the Lion’s Den 

e Joshua and the Battle of Jericho 
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